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institutions in the States, and to issue immediately proclamations
or enact laws guaranteeing elementary and fundamental rights of
citizenship such as rights of association, free speech, free press and
security of person and property.

This Congress further assures the people of the Indian States
of its sympathy with and support in their legitimate and peaceful
struggle for the attainment of full responsible government in the
States/

"We have no doubt that a similar resolution will be reiterated
at the sessions that will be held hereafter, but may we not hope
that the Congressmen in British India will lend active help to the
people in the Indian States in achieving political freedom, even
as the Congressmen in Indian India gave a measure of help to
British Indians in their attempts to realize their destiny ? Of
the two, British. Indians are much the more advanced, but in fact
help has flowed far more from the States' people to British Indians
than from British Indians to the States9 people. Do you not
think it desirable to advise British Indians, in the name of the
Congress, to support actively, even by undergoing suffering if
necessary, all legitimate movements for the establishment of
popular government in the Indian States under the aegis of their
rulers ? Such comradeship shown on both sides, it appears to us,
will cement the two Indias far more firmly than any formal fede-
ration can.

"Another question, of even greater urgency, on which the
Congress must determine Its policy, is its attitude towards those
parts of the White Paper scheme which relate to the Indian States.
The authorities of the Congress have declared the scheme to be
unacceptable because it does not satisfy the aspirations of the
Indian people. May we say that the provisions concerning the
States are far from acceptable to the States' people, and may we
hope that the actual acceptance or otherwise of these provisions
will be made to depend upon their wishes ?  The future consti-
tution of India, -which, according to the Congress intentions, is
to take the place of the White Paper constitution, will be based
upon the principle of self-determination given effect to by a Cons-
tituent Assembly. Is it implied that the federal scheme that will
be evolved by this Assembly will be the result of an agreement
between the people in British India on the one hand, and those
in the Indian States on the other ?

"While on this subject, it would be well to refer to the appre-
hensions that have arisen in the mind of the Indian States' people
by some passages in your speeches at the Round Table Conference.
You pleaded earnestly in this Conference with, the rulers of the
Indian States for allowing the States' representatives in the federal
legislature, to be chosen by election and for allowing the funda-
mental tights of the States' people to be written into the federal
constitution and placed under the protection of the Federal Court.